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Tutorial part 2 - Creating Goldsoft modules

A Goldsoft module consists of a table, a form a query and a report.

For the Acme client module they will be t_client, f_client, q_client and r_client

(note all are singular)

The naming convention is obvious and should not be changed.

Acme have requested the following nine fields for the Client module:


Client name

Address 1




Address 2




City



Post code


State




Client since



No of employees

Comments

The State field will be a Combo box based on the t_state table. All other fields will be free entry.

The form f_state will need to be created before creating the form f_client since f_client depends on t_state for the Combo box data source.

The State table will consist of three fields:


State code


State name

Comments

1)
Open the file

C:\acme\development\goldsoft_acme.mdb
2)
Open the table t_owner


in the code_path field type the path to hold the code files
C:\acme\code\


Close the table t_owner
3)
Open the form f_menu


(you can make f_menu the startup form if you wish to save this step)

4)
Change the Project name to Acme Trading
5)
Change the Backend path to c:\acme\development\acme_t.mdb
6)
Click on the Update changes button to save these changes.

7)
In the Tables section click on the Add new button

8)
Enter the table name

t_state
9)
Click on the Save button



the table will be created with two fields (all tables must have these two first fields)




state_id

the index field




cu



the current user field (used for record locking)

10)
In the Fields section click on the Add / Edit button to add the rest of the fields

11)
To add the State code field (use TAB to navigate from field to field)




Field name


state_code

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to State code

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



tick this for True



Field type



select Text



Size





10 characters will be enough




enter the control tip and description of the field if you need to




(the control tip will default if you leave it blank)



Click on the Save button

12)
To add the State name field




Field name


state_name

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to State name

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



tick this for True



Field type



select Text



Size





30 characters will be enough



Click on the Save button

13)
To add the Comments  field




Field name


state_comments

(all lower case with underscores)





(use state_comments instead of comments to uniquely identify the field)




Label caption

will default to State comments

(change it to Comments)




Mandatory



ignore this for False



Field type



select Memo



Click on the Save button

14)
You have added all the fields so click on the Back to Main Menu button

15)
Click on the table t_state in the Tables section

16)
To create the Form f_state, Query q_state and Report r_state click on the



Create all objects for a table button

The tables t_state and t_state_del will be transferred into the backend database.

(every Goldsoft module table has a table_del for an audit trail)

(the audit trail can be cumulative or last edit/delete)

17)
To create the code for f_state click on the Create code button - the code will be



saved as a text file with the name

 c:\acme\code\code_for_t_state.cde
18)
Exit from the database 
goldsoft_acme.mdb
The next step is to transfer the form, query and report which you have created into the Acme.mdb database and make it functional.

19)
Open the file
C:\acme\development\acme.mdb

20)
Open the table t_table_name
21)
Add a new record

t_state

Y


(the tables listed in this table will be attached by the Attach tables button)

22)
Close table t_table_name
23)
Open the form f_menu in design mode

24)
Copy and paste the Buttons button
b5 (on the Administration side)

25)
Select the new button - rename it to 
b6
26)
Change the b6 button caption to States
27)
Change the ControlTipText to

f_menu b6



(this is button b6 on form f_menu)


(you can use this information to restrict permission to this button)

28)
Set the On Got Focus and On Lost Focus events to [Event Procedure]


(the Got and Lost Focus event procedures for buttons up to b20 are built in)

29)
Copy the On Click event code from button b5 and paste it into the On Click event



of button b6
(16 lines of code in all - not counting blank lines)

30)
In the On Click event of b6 (the code you have just pasted)



Change the line

sub_form = "f_button"

to

sub_form = "f_state"



Change the line 
t_sub = "t_button"


to

t_sub = "t_state"

When button b6 is clicked it will open form f_state and use t_state as the storage table

31)
Debug




Compile 
(to ensure no error has occurred during the copy and paste)

32)
Close the VBA code window

33)
Close the form f_menu

YES to save

34)
Open form f_logon

tempmsa

password

35)
Click on the Attach tables button (to attach t_state and t_state_del)

36)
Click on the hidden button to close the Main Menu

37)
Import the objects you created earlier in goldsoft_acme.mdb



File




Get external data





Import






select the file

C:\acme\development\goldsoft_acme.mdb







on the Queries tab select the query

q_state






on the Forms tab select the form


f_state






on the Reports tab select the report

r_state






Click OK


The three objects will be imported to acme.mdb

38)
Open the form f_state in design mode



Properties (Form)




Caption

(alter this if you wish)

39)
View




Code





Insert






File







Files of type
All files








select 
C:\acme\code\code_for_f_state.cde









Open



The code will be pasted into the VBA window

40)
Close the VBA window

41)
Layout the form while in design view

42)
View




Tab Order





Drag the 3 fields from the bottom of the list to the top






state_code






state_name






state_comments





OK

43)
Select the SEARCH button b_filter


(this is a simple form with only a few records so we do not need a filter)



Properties




On Click event - open the code





un-rem the two lines after  'un-rem the nxt two...




(this will disable the search feature)

44)
Debug




Compile
(to ensure there are no errors with the imported code)

45)
Close the VBA window

46)
Select the list lb_show



Properties





Column widths

(for State code, State name, Comments)






0cm;0cm;3cm;7cm;7cm

47)
Close the form f_state

YES to save changes

48)
Open the report r_state in design mode



(only one field will be displayed)

49)
Add the other two fields onto the report detail 
State name
and
Comments
50)
View




Sorting and grouping





State code

Ascending

51)
Close the report window

YES to save changes

The Goldsoft module State is complete

To test the State module you have created

52)
Open form f_logon


tempmsa

password



on the Main Menu click on States button

Something like this should appear
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53)
Add the states (add at least two)




ACT

Australian Capital Territory




NSW

New South Wales




NT

Northern Territory




QLD

Queensland




SA

South Australia




TAS

Tasmania




VIC

Victoria




WA

Western Australia

54)
Close the database
acme.mdb

You are now ready to create the Client module

To create the Goldsoft module 
Client
55)
Open the file

C:\acme\development\goldsoft_acme.mdb
56)
Open the form f_menu



(you can make f_menu the startup form if you wish to save this step)

57)
In the Tables section click on the Add new button

58)
Enter the table name

t_client
59)
Click on the Save button



the table will be created with two fields (all tables must have these two first fields)




client_id

the index field




cu




the current user field (used for record locking)

60)
In the Fields section click on the Add / Edit button to add the rest of the fields

61)
To add the Client name field




Field name


client_name

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to Client name

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



tick this for True



Field type



select Text



Size





70 characters will be enough




enter the control tip and description of the field if you need to




(the control tip will default if you leave it blank)



Click on the Save button

62)
To add the Address 1 field




Field name


address_1

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to Address 1

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



tick this for True



Field type



select Text




Size





30 characters will be enough



Click on the Save button

63)
To add the Address 2 field




Field name


address_2

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to Address 2

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



ignore this for False



Field type



select Text




Size





30 characters will be enough



Click on the Save button

64)
To add the City field




Field name


city

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to City

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



tick this for True



Field type



select Text




Size





30 characters will be enough



Click on the Save button

65)
To add the Post code field




Field name


post_code

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to Post code

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



ignore this for False



Field type



select Text




Size





10 characters will be enough



Click on the Save button

66)
To add the State field (combo box based on the table t_state)




Field name






state_id

(the index field of t_state)




Label caption





will default to State id

(change it to State)




Mandatory







tick this for True



Field type







select Number long




Drop down table source


select the table t_state


Click on the Save button

67)
To add the Client since field




Field name


client_since

(lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to Client since

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



ignore this for False



Field type



select Date/Time



Click on the Save button

68)
To add the No of employees field




Field name


no_of_employees

(all lower case with underscores)




Label caption

will default to No of employees

(change it if you need to)




Mandatory



ignore this for False



Field type



select Number long



Click on the Save button

69)
To add the Comments  field




Field name


client_comments

(all lower case with underscores)





(use client_comments instead of comments to uniquely identify the field)




Label caption

will default to Client comments

(change it to Comments)




Mandatory



ignore this for False



Field type



select Memo



Click on the Save button

70)
You have added all the fields so click on the Back to Main Menu button

71)
Click on the table t_client in the Tables section

72)
To create the Form f_client, Query q_client and Report r_client click on the



Create all objects for a table button

The tables t_client and t_client_del will be transferred into the backend database.

(every Goldsoft module table has a table_del for the audit trail)

73)
To create the code for f_client click on the Create code button - the code will be saved



as a text file with the name

 c:\acme\code\code_for_t_client.cde
74)
Exit from the database 

goldsoft_acme.mdb

The next step is to transfer the form, query and report which you have created into the Acme.mdb database and make it functional.

75)
Open the file

C:\acme\development\acme.mdb

76)
Open the table t_table_name
77)
Add a new record


t_client


Y


(the tables listed in this table will be attached by the Attach tables button)

78)
Close table t_table_name
79)
Open the form f_menu in design mode

80)
Select the button b1
81)
Change the caption to Clients
82)
Edit the b1 On Click event




Remove the Exit sub line at the top of the code




Change the line


sub_form = "f_"
to

sub_form = "f_client"




Change the line 

t_sub = "t_"


to

t_sub = "t_client"

When button b1 is clicked it will open form f_client and use t_client as the storage table

83)
Debug




Compile 
(to ensure no error has occurred during the edit)

84)
Close the VBA code window

85)
Close the form f_menu

YES to save

86)
Open form f_logon


tempmsa

password

87)
Click on the Attach tables button (to attach t_client and t_client_del)

88)
Click on the hidden button to close the Main Menu

89)
Import the objects you created earlier in goldsoft_acme.mdb


File




Get external data





Import






select the file

C:\acme\development\goldsoft_acme.mdb







on the Queries tab select the query

q_client






on the Forms tab select the form


f_client






on the Reports tab select the report

r_client





Click OK



The three objects will be imported to acme.mdb
90)
Open the form f_client in design mode



Properties (Form)




Caption

(alter this if you wish)

91)
Import the code for the form



View




Code





Insert






File







Files of type
All files







select 
C:\acme\code\code_for_f_client.cde









Open

The code will be pasted into the VBA window

92)
Debug




Compile
(to ensure there are no errors with the imported code)

93)
Close the VBA code window

94)
Layout the form

95)
View




Tab Order





Drag the on screen fields from the bottom of the list to the top





(from Client name

to

Comments)

96)
OK to close the Tab Order pop up

97)
Select the list lb_show


Properties




Column widths





0cm;0cm;5cm;3cm;0cm;3cm;2cm;0cm;3cm;0cm;0cm;5cm





(not all of the fields need to be seen - only show the main ones)

98)
Close the form f_client

YES to save changes

99)
Open the query q_client in design mode

100)
Goldsoft creates the query with a reference to the table t_state


You decide if you wish to join the table - in this case YES



Query




Show table





Select the table t_state





Add







Close

101)
Make the join between the two tables on state_id
102)
Close the query q_client - YES to save

103)
Open the report r_client in design mode



(only one field will be displayed)

104)

Add a few of the other fields

105)

View





Sorting and grouping






Client name

Ascending

106)

Close the report
r_client

YES to save changes

107)

The Goldsoft module Client is complete

To test the Client module you have created

108)

Open form f_logon


tempmsa

password





click on Clients button

Something like this should appear
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Add, Edit and Delete a few records at will

Completes the Goldsoft Tutorial
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